320          THE LAND REVENUE OF BOMBAY.
previously consisted of two petty divisions, Chopda, and Aravad,. but the two had been amalgamated into one. It had an area of 389 square miles, of which only about 18 per cent, was cultivated, that cultivated in the year before the settlement having been 39,787 acres, and the waste 132,665. It was divided into 153' villages, 96 of which were inhabited and 57 deserted; of the latter 16 were entirely waste and were not divided off into Survey numbers.
In physical configuration this tract of country was very similar to Kaver, flat, except in the neighbourhood of the Satpura range, from which numerous nullahs ran down to the Taptee, none of them being large enough to be called a river except the Aner,, The banks of the Taptee were too high to be used for irrigation, and the remainder of the streams did not hold sufficient water. It had a great deal of rich black soil, but in irregular patches,, beneath which was a yellow soil not so productive.    Towards the Taptee it was much cut up by ravines, as in the other districts similarly situated.    The people were as a whole not in a prosperous condition, and possessed but few good houses, most of these being of unburnt brick with flat  or thatched roofs.    A great many of the inhabitants were Bhils, but there were also a considerable number of Yanjaras (Brinjaries), who bred cattle, and brought down wood from the Satpuras on bullocks, there being but few carts.    The husbandry was of the same description as in Saoda and other districts along the Taptee.   The market-places were Chopda, Aravad, and two other minor ones, three in the east, and Dhanora in the west.   The traffic towards Surat from the eastward ran through it, but there were no made roads, and the only cleared road ran from. Chopda to Aravad.   There was, in the Superintendent's Eeport, the usual want of information, especially with regard to the pressure of population, prices of produce, &c.    That the population was scanty may be inferred from the small area under cultivation, as given above.   All the particulars given in the Eeport on the subject of former cultivation, and how it influenced the pitch of the new assessment, will be found in the statement below.    The grouping for maximum dry-crop rates was in accordance with the existing state of affairs, and the natural configuration of the country, as, although the